[image: image5.wmf]
Winter Break MSA Review Booklet
[image: image1.wmf]
Sixth Grade

Reading/English Language Arts and 
World Cultures & Geography I:

The Western Hemisphere

[image: image6.wmf][image: image7.wmf]
  December 2013 – January 2014  
Name:  ___________________________  Mod:  _______  Teacher:  ______________________



Department of Curriculum and Instruction

Prince George’s County Public Schools

NOTES FOR STUDENTS AND FAMILIES
INTRODUCTION

Up to 75% of the Maryland School Assessment (MSA) for Reading/English Language Arts can be based on informational, or non-fiction, text.  Thus, it is important for students to have practice in reading and responding to informational text.  This practice packet allows for that practice.


Additionally, it is vital that students read independently on a regular basis.  The amount of free reading done outside of school has consistently been found to relate to growth in vocabulary, reading comprehension, verbal fluency, and general information (Anderson, Wilson, and Fielding 1988; Greaney 1980; Guthrie and Greaney 1991; Taylor, Frye, and Maruyama 1990). Students who read independently become better readers, score higher on achievement tests in all subject areas, and have greater content knowledge than those who do not (Krashen 1993; Cunningham and Stanovich 1991; Stanovich and Cunningham 1993).  The reading calendar at the end of this packet will assist students in monitoring the amount of time each student reads during vacation.
DIRECTIONS

· Review the MSA Reading Rubric on page 3.  It is the rubric that will be used to grade the BCRs in this packet.
· Write your responses in this booklet.

· Read each selection carefully so that you can do your best when answering the SRs and BCRs.  

· For SRs, circle the answer that is your choice.

· For BCRs, use the response box.  It is approximately the same amount of space you will have on the MSA.  Be sure to answer all parts of the question completely and provide appropriate details and examples. 
· Read a book of your choice for at least 30 minutes for a minimum of eight days during winter break.  Complete the reading calendar on page 10 for your independent, self-selected reading.
HELPFUL HINTS

· You will see arrows at the bottom right corner of some pages.  This tells you that the task continues onto the next page.  The tasks are short, with four or fewer questions.
· To help get ready for the MSA, try to time yourself :

· [image: image8.wmf]Each of the reading selections should take 10 to 15 minutes (some will be even less);

· Each SR should take 1 minute, 30 seconds;

· For each BCR, you may have 7 minutes; 

· For example, the first task, “Economics Has Made Us Partners” should take a maximum of 17 minutes.  It may take you less time.

Ongoing practice will help with MSA success!

Review this rubric carefully.  Note those words that indicate what must be included in a response to receive a score of “3.”
	MSA Reading - BCR Rubric
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Grades 3 Through 8 and 10

3
The response demonstrates an understanding of the complexities of the text. 

· Addresses the demands of the question 

· Effectively uses text-relevant1 information to clarify or extend understanding 

2
The response demonstrates a general understanding of the text. 

· Partially addresses the demands of the question 

· Uses text-relevant1 information to show understanding 

1
The response demonstrates a minimal understanding of the text. 

· Minimally addresses the demands of the question 

· Uses minimal information to show some understanding of the text in relation to the question 

0
The response is completely incorrect, irrelevant to the question, or missing.2
Notes: 
1 Text-relevant: This information may or may not be an exact copy (quote) of the text but is clearly  related to the text and often shows an analysis and/or interpretation of important ideas. Students may incorporate information to show connections to relevant prior experience as appropriate.
2 An exact copy (quote) or paraphrase of the question that provides no new relevant information will receive a score of "0."
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To ensure the best score, be sure to carefully read the provided selection and the questions.  For BCRs, fully answer the question asked AND include details or examples that are in the selection that support your answer.  You should explain how the examples and details you include are important to your answer.  You can find examples of student responses and notes at this link:  http://www.mdk12.org/assessments/k_8/index_d.html. 
 DIRECTIONS:  Read this selection and answer the questions that follow. (17 minutes)
“Economics Has Made Us Partners”

Canada and the United States share a very long border.  Being economic partners has helped both countries.  Part of this cooperation has been in transportation.  This is especially true around the Great Lakes.
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Lake Superior is at a much higher elevation than the St. Lawrence River, making it impossible to ship goods from the Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean.  To work around this problem, the United States and Canada built the St. Lawrence Seaway.  The St. Lawrence Seaway is a system of locks, canals, and dams.  The Seaway opened in 1959.  Ships can now travel between the Great Lakes and the Atlantic Ocean.  The St. Lawrence Seaway makes it much easier for the two countries to trade with each other and with Europe.

The United States and Canada are each other’s biggest trading part- 

ners. Each country needs to do business with the other to be successful.   

Since 1988, both countries have signed two important free trade agreements.  The Free Trade Agreement (FTA) ended taxes.  Taxes raise the cost of goods, which can limit trade.  In 1994, the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) added Mexico to the agreement.  This helps all three countries work together to keep their businesses strong.

Countries need each other in many ways.  Both Canada and the United States belong to the Organization of American States, or OAS.  This group of countries works together to keep peace in the Western Hemisphere.

(Excerpt from World Studies:  The United States and Canada—Reading and Vocabulary Study Guide)
1.  In general, how is each paragraph of this reading selection organized?


A.  problem/solution

B.  comparison and contrast


C.  sequential/chronological order


D.  main idea and supporting detail
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2.  Which sentence from “Economics Has Made Us Partners” is least helpful in identifying this article as nonfiction?

A.  This is especially true around the Great Lakes.

B.  The St. Lawrence Seaway makes it easer for the two countries to trade with each other.

C.  Since 1988, both countries have signed two important free trade agreements.

D.  Canada and the United States belong to the Organization of American states, or OAS.
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3.    Read this article titled “Economics Has Made Us Partners.”  Then answer the question below.

Explain the author’s opinion of economic cooperation between the U.S. and Canada.  In your response, use words and information from the article that support your explanation.  Write your response in the box below.
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DIRECTIONS:  Read this selection and answer the questions that follow. (25 minutes)

Canada: We Don't Live in Igloos!

By Sean McCollum
Canadians often chuckle at how little Americans know about their country. 

1 Are you outraged by the seal hunt in Saskatchewan? Amazed that a hockey puck adorns Canada's flag? Happy that Canadians are finally allowed to have dogs as house pets? 

2 If you answered "yes" to any of these questions, be glad that Canadian comedian Rick Mercer has not found you. Mercer poses as a reporter in "Talking to Americans," a segment of a hit TV show in Canada. He asks passersby in US. cities questions about Canada. More often than not, Americans are happy to respond with their answers or opinions. 

3 So why do Mercer's interviews get guffaws from his fellow Canadians? His questions are all bogus! A seal hunt in Saskatchewan? Not likely in that land-locked province. 

Canadians love to joke about how little Americans know about their country. Like a kid who must put up with a bossy brother, many Canadians enjoy seeing Americans make mistakes, says John Thompson. Thompson is a professor of Canadian Studies at Duke University in North Carolina. 

"The U.S. population is nearly 10 times larger than Canada's, and Canadians get a constant flow of American television," he says. "So it makes sense that they know more about the U.S. than Americans know about Canada." But, Thompson adds, "Americans really do need to learn more about their neighbors." 

     Here's your chance to upgrade your knowledge so Canadians can't fool you. 

Varied Landscapes 

Canada is the second-largest country in the world, after Russia. It stretches from the continental U.S. almost to the North Pole. 

But don't let anyone tell you that some Canadians live in igloos. "We don't!" says Vanessa Stofer, 13, from British Columbia. "It's not an endless field of snow up here." However, 75 percent of Canadians do live within 100 miles of the U.S. border. 

If you visit Canada, you'll discover a wide range of landscapes. In the east, the Atlantic Ocean batters the rocky coastlines and fishing villages of the Maritime Provinces. These include Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island. 

The St. Lawrence River was the first highway into Canada, used by the French fur trappers who settled Quebec. In 1959, the St. Lawrence Seaway opened its canals and locks making it possible for oceangoing vessels to reach the Great Lakes. Four of the five Great Lakes wash onto the southern shores of Ontario, Canada's most populated province. 


Head further west and you'll find Canada's "breadbasket"--the provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. The rich soils of these provinces make them one of the great wheat-growing regions in the world. 

 The Rocky Mountains form a natural wall between parts of Alberta and British Columbia. "We're the most beautiful of all the provinces," says Vanessa about B.C. In addition to mountains and forests, its western coast is dotted with islands and lined with inlets. And the sparkling city of Vancouver glitters in the Pacific Ocean's tidewaters. 

Besides these ten provinces, Canada has three huge northern territories. The newest is Nunavut, peopled mostly by native Inuit. It became a separate territory just a few years ago in 1999. 

A Mosaic of People 

Canada's 31 million people are even more diverse (varied) than its landscape. Canadians, or their ancestors, immigrated from almost every corner of the world. A third of all Canadians trace their family history to Great Britain, and a quarter to France. But nearly 10 percent track their ancestors to Asia. Only about two percent are indigenous (native) peoples. Most Canadians are proud of how well everyone in this ethnic mosaic (mixed pattern) gets along. 

Differences between regions and ethnic groups, though, are the source of Canada's most difficult problems. The western provinces, for example, often complain that the national government back east in Ottawa, Ontario, does not pay enough attention to their needs. 

The province of Quebec, with its large French-speaking population, presents unique problems to national unity. English and French are Canada's official languages and appear on most signs. Canadian school children are required to study both languages. 

But many French-Canadians worry that their language and culture will be overwhelmed by English speakers. For decades, Quebec's citizens have debated forming a separate country. In 1995, the province voted by a narrow margin to remain part of Canada. "If Quebec leaves it will cut the country in half," says Vanessa, a student who is bilingual in English and French. "They've been part of Canada all this time, and I think it should stay that way." 

Despite these problems, Canada is one of the most livable countries in the world. The U.S. could learn something, says Professor Thompson, from Canada's beautiful and clean cities, public transportation, effective gun control, health care, and diversity. 

On the flip side, says Thompson, Canada could learn from the U.S. how to create more business opportunities and jobs for its people. 

Like best buddies, Canada and the US. enjoy friendly competition. Luckily, it is a strong friendship. The U.S. could not wish for a better neighbor than the one to the north. "And we don't live in igloos!" reminds Vanessa. 

Excerpted from JUNIOR SCHOLASTIC (Vol. 104, No. 3), Oct. 1, 2001, pp. 16+
http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/discoweb/disco/do/article?urn=urn%3Asirs%3AUS%3BARTICLE%3BART%3B0000215979  (Accessed November 16, 2010)

Canadian map:  http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/namerica/ca.htm (Accessed November 17, 2010)
1. Read the article titled “Canada:  We Don’t Live in Igloos!”  Then answer the questions below.
What is the purpose of paragraphs 1 – 3 of this selection?
A. to inform Americans about interesting details about Canadian culture and geography
B. to interest Americans in comedian Rick Mercer’s TV show

C. to upgrade your knowledge about Canada so that you cannot be fooled

D. to show what most Americans do not know about Canada




2. Which of these sentences would be most important to include in a summary of this article?
A. Canadians regularly joke about how little Americans really know about Canada.

B. French Canadians worry that English language and culture will take over in Quebec.

C. Canadians feel that Americans need to learn more about other countries.

D. Canadian cities are clean and beautiful and have many other positive qualities.


3. Read the article titled “Canada: We Don't Live in Igloos!” Then answer the question below.
What other title would help a reader understand an important idea in this article?  In your response, use information from the article that explains why this title would help a reader understand an important idea.  Write your answer in the box below.

INDEPENDENT READING CALENDAR

Students are to read a minimum of eight (8) days of the twelve (12) days of winter break for thirty (30) minutes or more.  Selections may be of any genre.

If you need an idea for a great book to read, check with your teacher or try the book lists from the Prince George’s County Memorial Library at

http://www.pgcmls.org/kids-GradedBkLists (up to Grade 7) or

http://www.pgcmls.org/Teen-GradedBkLists (Grade 8 and higher).

Another source for reading suggestions is lexile.com/fab/.

	SUN.
	MON.
	TUES.
	WED.
	THURS.
	FRI.
	SAT.

	[image: image4.wmf]
	Dec. 21
Pages Read:

Amount of Time:

Parent Initials:



	Dec. 22
Pages Read:

Amount of Time:

Parent Initials:


	Dec. 23
Pages Read:

Amount of Time:

Parent Initials:


	Dec. 24
Pages Read:

Amount of Time:

Parent Initials:


	Dec. 25
Pages Read:

Amount of Time:

Parent Initials:


	Dec. 26
Pages Read:

Amount of Time:

Parent Initials:


	Dec. 27
Pages Read:

Amount of Time:

Parent Initials:


	Dec. 28
Pages Read:

Amount of Time:

Parent Initials:



	Dec. 29
Pages Read:

Amount of Time:

Parent Initials:


	Dec. 30
Pages Read:

Amount of Time:

Parent Initials:


	Dec. 31
Pages Read:

Amount of Time:

Parent Initials:


	Jan. 1

Pages Read:

Amount of Time:

Parent Initials:


	


�





�





�





�





�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.mapsofworld.com/north-america/map-of-north-america.html" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.mapsofworld.com/north-america/maps/map-of-north-america.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





Justify, or explain, your choice above.   Write your response in the space below.
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Justify, or explain, your choice above.   Write your response in the space below.
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� HYPERLINK "http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/discoweb/disco/do/picture?picurn=urn:sirs:US;IMAGE;GIF;0000083929&urn=urn:sirs:US;ARTICLE;ART;0000215979" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/sirscontent/grfx/THM/9/0000083929.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����Comedian Rick Mercer interviewing an American





� HYPERLINK "http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/discoweb/disco/do/picture?picurn=urn:sirs:US;IMAGE;GIF;0000083931&urn=urn:sirs:US;ARTICLE;ART;0000215979" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/sirscontent/grfx/THM/1/0000083931.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����


Maligne Lake, Alberta, Canada





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/namerica/canewna.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





� HYPERLINK "http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/discoweb/disco/do/picture?picurn=urn:sirs:US;IMAGE;GIF;0000083928&urn=urn:sirs:US;ARTICLE;ART;0000215979" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/sirscontent/grfx/THM/8/0000083928.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���� Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada





� HYPERLINK "http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/discoweb/disco/do/picture?picurn=urn:sirs:US;IMAGE;GIF;0000083932&urn=urn:sirs:US;ARTICLE;ART;0000215979" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/sirscontent/grfx/THM/2/0000083932.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����


Canadian child in 


cold climate





Find a sentence in the passage with details that support your response above.  Write it in the space below.
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Justify, or explain, your choice above   Write your response in the space below.
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All good books are alike in that they are truer than if they had really happened and after you are finished reading one you will feel that all that happened to you and afterwards it all belongs to you…

















Ernest Hemingway


Esquire, December 1936











The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more you learn, the more places you'll go.




















 Dr. Seuss


I Can Read With My Eyes Shut!
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